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£1.20. Any contribution towards the high 
cost of postage will be gratefully accepted. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children's playschemes 
to arís festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short Tor Talbot House — the 
soldiers' club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2 To give personal service. 


3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 
One more picture of the 1983 Jersey 
playscheme (jointly run by ‘Seagulls’ 
Group and St Helier Branch) for 68 
deprived children some mentally 
handicapped. 
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soared — particularly in relation to acquis! r 
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crime in recent decades, especially involving drugs, sex and violence. At the same time 
teachers at secondary levels and higher were noted to be over concerned to be seen by 
their pupils as ‘trendy’ and also to be encouraging pupils to adopt situation ethics’. 
This is an atheistic humanist stance, perhaps best summarised by saying that, if you do 
what you feel like regardless of principle, and get away with it, that’s probably all 
right. This pattern was seen to be pervasive across the States and careful research 
traced it back to the late Professor John Dewey who had prepared hundreds of 
teachers in the 1920s and 30s for their careers. He is now seen as having done 
enormous damage to countless lives through influencing the way lecturers and teachers 
think. Unfortunately this type of influence has spread beyond America and is doing 
similar harm to our major educational institutions. It is reflected in the media and the 
results are evident to even the casually discerning eye. 

I was delighted to hear from the Queen’s Speech on Christmas Day that she 
considered that one of the most serious problems within our society was that 
technological power had outpaced wisdom. For, parallel with the explosion in crime in 
England, has been the development of a national television network (an international 
one is only a few years away). There is now world wide and authentic evidence of the 
influence of extremes of human behaviour in the media and of the propensity for 
certain people to go out and repeat it. This applies in particular to immature, unstable 
and volatile people who have been shown to be triggered by a desire to seek release, 
sometimes through abuse of women and children. 

Some people in ivory towers maintain that the perpetuation of old values of 
thrift and materialism (without the means to sustain them through high employment) 
has led to an increase in acquisitive crime. Against this I would argue that there have 
been precedents of unemployment in our own history, but no precedent for the 
current boom in crime... 

As the father of four children and a school governor I believe that we must 
educate for life in a more comprehensive way at an inter-personal level. When | was 
doing marital counselling some 15 years ago, the marital breakdown rate was about 
one in ten and considered to be disturbing. Now it is one in three, I am advised, and 
we are doing little to alter this failure in human relations and its devastating impact on 
one parent children. 
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Oldham Branch organised again last 
summer an art and essay competition in a 
local junior school. The children who 
entered were all going for a holiday to 
Port Penrhyn (some for the second time) 
and they were asked to write (or draw) 
what they could expect when they went. 
In the picture, Councillor Ellen Brierly, 
Chairman of Oldham Education 
Committee presents the prizes. 


We have great pleasure in printing below 
the essays that gained first and second 
prizes. Perhaps they tell us something 
about Port Penrhyn, as well as a lot about 
the authors! 
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‘Love has no boundaries’ 
(Mother Teresa) 


Like Camborne, Saltford (Avon) are 
‘in—vesting’. Last November, knitters 
gathered in their parish church to display 
the 160 vests their groups had made for 
Mother Teresa's ‘dustbin’ children in 
Calcutta. The resulting publicity brought 
them another 33 workers! 

Later the same day, they returned 
to hear the story of Mother Teresa’s work 
from one of her English co-workers who 
undertook to pass on all the gifts to 
Calcutta. 


We can't go much farther 
to the West! 


A very successful Day Conference in 
Truro in January reminded me how little 
information reaches us from our Branches 
in Cornwall. Yet a fairly recent newsletter 
shows them all keeping busy. Hayle 
Women’s Branch held an evening of 
‘melody, feasting and fellowship’ to 
celebrate their 26th birthday with around 
100 members and friends — including 
captain and crew of the St Ives lifeboat. 
the proud possessors of the Toc H Lamp 
originally held by Evesham Women's 
Branch. Hayle and Camborne Branches 
are among those busily knitting garments 
for Mother Teresa’s ‘dustbin babies’. 
Falmouth had just had Franciscan Bishop 
Michael to discuss with them ‘The 
Imperative of Prayer’ and | know that 
this Branch is heavily involved with plans 
for co-operation with the Carr-Gomm 
Society. Plans are afoot for a Toc H 
Cornwall ‘Quiet Day’ at Helston later 
this year. 
Do keep us posted, Cornwall! 


Notts’ Songbirds 


Those who shared in the 1975 Toc H 
Diamond Jubilee at Westminster’s Centra] 
Hall will not have forgotten the Toc H 
Minstrels from the Mansfield Area. Over 
the years, they have raised almost 
£14,000 for their local hospitals and 
centres for the disabled. Now, with two 
of their key members moving to 
Scotland, the long term future of the 
group's in doubt. Their latest gesture 
was a recent donation of £200 to the 
Family Purse. It will be sad if the 
Minstrels are unable to continue but | 
take this opportunity of sending warm 
thanks from all of us for all they have 
done and our very best wishes for their 
future. 
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Well done, St Thomas! 


St Thomas (Exeter) Branch lost their 
very highly regarded Branch Padre, Revd 
Robert Mould. In asking us to express 
their gratitude to Robert, they report 
that Frank Hewis, who has moved across 
from Bideford has now accepted the 
office of Branch Padre. 

This Branch had a very happy and 
busy Christmas. | particularly liked the 
fact that, over this period, their members 
personally visited every housebound 
member and friend, leaving a Christmas 
card signed by the whole Branch. 


What a job! 


*A Volunteer’ has written to tell us of the 
first of a series of busy weekends for 
volunteers in the SE Region. The series — 
planned to hold volunteers together 
between summer project seasons — 
started last November when they set out 
to clean and paint a community house 
attached to a large London hospital. Our 
correspondent says: ‘16 of us met on 
Saturday morning and were soon at work 
with disinfectant and scouring powder, 
scrubbing and washing everything in 
sight! We also put the garden to rights 
with some back breaking spade work. By 
the time the light was failing the Job was 
done — we wouldn't have believed it 
possible when we started that we would 
end with a clean house and a group of 
very satisfied volunteers! 

"We had the typical ‘spag bol' — 
the just reward for our labour, and spent 
a relaxing evening and night staying at 
the hospital. We set off the next morning 
having decided that we would arrange 
more weekends for volunteers in the 
Region.’ 


Do let us know how you get on with the 
other weekends! 


The World Chain of Light 


Our correspondent, Ted Curry, writes: 
Jt has been usual for many years for 
Northampton members to hold a ‘carols 
and mince pies’ evening in December. [n 
1983, this item on our programme was 
joined with the observance of the World 
Chain of Light. We based the ceremony 
on 'An Act of Devotion' produced by 
Toc H many years ago and this provided 
an opportunity for several members to 
participate. In addition, we sent a script 
(including a paragraph on the origins of 
the World Chain in 1929) and an 
invitation to come and observe the 
Ceremony to the Revd David Saint, 
presenter of the BBC Radio Northampton 
religious programme ‘Saint on Sunday’. 
David came along and taped parts of the 
actual World Chain ceremony, including 
the new form of Light, and this was 
broadcast on the following Sunday.’ 


And finally ... 


Nailsea Branch have set up a club for the 
hard of hearing . . . 


Residents of New Addington (Surrey) 
recently presented their Martin Kelly 
Award in recognition of outstanding 
work in their community. It was accepted 
on behalf of the local Toc H Branch by 
John Best, a founder member .. . 


This year's deputy Mayor of Uckfield is 
Norman Barnes, a member of the town's 
Toc H Branch .. . 


High Brooms (Kent) stay busy. Their 
magnificent Christmas party for 90 older 
folk included a musical programme 
(highlighting the Tunbridge Wells 
Mandolin and Banjo Band) and going 
home gifts . (See also pictures 


elsewhere in this issue . . .) 
on 
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4 —  Nailsea (M) 

2 — Corwen (W), Glenrothes (J), 
Hartley Wintney (M) 

1 — Clacton Afternoon (W), 
Clacton-on-Sea (W), Elmstead (J), 
Enfield (W), Griffithstown (M), 
Leicester District, Northants (J) 
Group, Prestatyn & District (J), 
Sandown/Shanklin (J). 
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Howard Hall (Margate Branch) — centre in the picture — has just retired as Scout 
District Treasurer after 35 years! He holds the Scout Medal of Merit and bar. Despite 
the substantial work load of this voluntary post, Howard has been a regular attender at 
his Branch meetings and has also served Toc H as District Treasurer, Area Treasurer, 
by David Owen Central Councillor and member of the CEC's Financial Committee. 
The excitement of installing the 
computer has now passed and the 
department has settled down to the new 
routine. Alan Knight has taken over the 
administration of covenants from Arthur 
Rayner who has retired after four years 
with us. Shortly we shall be producing 
for Branches the Branch Rolls and 
Covenant listings for the year end. 


On the financial side we are of course 
still looking for an increase in income 
and the most painless way we can think 
of doing this is to ask Members and 
Builders who are tax payers to covenant 
their giving. This would enable us to 
claim from the inland Revenue an 
amount equal to 40% of the gift, without 
cost to the giver. If you would like details 
of this scheme, which would only involve 
you in filling in a simple form, please talk 
to your Branch Treasurer who has all the 
details or write to me. 


A large proportion of the gifts we receive 
are for very small amounts. Some gifts are 
so small that it costs us more to record 
the contribution than the amount of the 
contribution itself! Some of this arises 
because bankers Standing Orders set up 
many years ago when £1 bought more 
than it does today have never been 
changed; consequently the amount of the ~ __ à NM M. 
gift is now of very much less value than it d: reer” i mentary d: ET 

was then. With respect, might I ask you & — ». PT LS ED. S SS 

to review your giving as a Builder or a Towards the end of last year, High Brooms (Kent) Branches hosted the Tunbridge 
Member, bearing mind that the minimum Wells District ‘get together. The top picture shows some of those responsible for 
subscription per new Builder is £5 per organising a splendid evening. The contents of a 'swear box' (or in this case a giant 
annum and the target sum for Members whisky bottle ) in the High Brooms Hotel amounted to £145 — all to be devoted to 
is £10 per annum? the Branches’ continuing work with the elderly. 
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Bother 


with History? 


Any individual or organisation that 
spends overmuch time reminiscing about 
its own past is likely to be accused of 
having reached an unfortunate stage of 
mental and physical deterioration! It is 
therefore a healthy sign that Toc H has 
so far paid scant regard to its own 
history, apart from the two well known 
studies of the idiosyncratic genius of its 
founder. Obviously it is more vital to 
press forward in light of the fourfold 
commitment to meet the fresh challenges 
that society throws up almost daily in our 
unhappy world. 


On the other hand, even the carly 
Christians found it necessary to put pen 
to paper for the guidance of those who 
came after them! I hope members will 
not consider it too presumptuous of an 
outsider to suggest that now is a 
propitious time for them to have a 
concern for the story thus far of their 
Movement. Any adventure of men and 
ideas that can prompt thousands 
scattered over five continents to 


Norfolk Activ 


(1) The Project Scene in Norfolk 

It is I9 years since the first residential 
project was undertaken in Norfolk — a 
boy's camp, run by Dereham Men's 
Branch for one week. 


This project developed over the next ten 
years, extending from one week to two or 
three weeks and to girls as well as boys, 
all from underprivileged backgrounds. 


By 1974 the Camp Committee saw that it 
needed to widen its sphere of operation. 
At the same time, Districts were being 
encouraged to undertake their own 
projects, and the five Districts in Norfolk 
agreed to work on a county basis. Thus, 
in 1975 the Norfolk Activities Committee 
was formed, from representatives of each 
District plus other members who saw the 
value of the work. 


However, to undertake more projects 
meant stepping up our fund raising 
activities. Since then, in addition to the 
normal Toc H fund raising events, we 
have approached local Trusts, Business 
Houses, Social Services Departments, 
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A few years ago when | first took an 
interest. in the task, it was quite 
depressing to sort through a large heap of 
material, some of it quite priceless, all 
totally unorganised, and laden with dirt, 
damp and occasionally partly eaten by 
mice. Returning to the job, (and after a 
timely nudge from Frank Rice!) ! was 
thrilled to find that a room is now being 
prepared at Wendover for the proper 
storage of records and archives. 


To acquire, collate and digest all the 
primary source material is an enormous 
task, but there are two specific areas at 
least with which the help of members is 
requested. Firstly, Branch history. Branch 
activities must be the quintessence of the 
whole Movement yet, with over 800, 
the logistical problems of visiting and 


District and Parish Councils and such 
other local bodies as Rotary, Round 
Table, Lions. private clubs and even 
political associations and Church PCCs. 
Each approach is personal, headed up 
with an illustrated talk about the Toc H 
project scene in Norfolk. 


In 1975 we ran two weeks of children's 
camps and a camping holiday for the 
deaf. We also launched our first leisure 
project (wholly self funded) — a week of 
bird watching, and exploring Norfolk 
Churches. 


In 1976 came two new projects — a week 
of conservation work on a Norfolk 
Nature Reserve and a week's holiday for 
the blind at Cromer. We also mounted 
three weeks of children's camps and a 


repeat of the leisure project: both have 
continued annually ever since. 


By 1977 Intermediate Treatment had 
become firmly established in Norfolk and 
we were approached by the County IT 
Officer to help in this Work by Organisin 
and leading a week's camp for m. 


Note: Hugh Jones is the son of the 
late Revd John Jones, well known 
in Toc H generally and in North 
Wales in particular. He is 
researching in his spare time inte 
the early history of Toc H. Hugh i. 
especially interested in detectin 
what drove our founder members T 
such heroic efforts and how far that 
driving force has continued to 
change the Movement. He Wants 


your help! 


= Editor 
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working through each individua] set of 
records are obvious. It would 
extremely valuable if members of 
Branches would themselves undertake à 
brief history of their Branch including 
origins, activities, memorable occasions 
and personalities. The second area that 
currently lacks information is World War 
Two. Any journals, diaries, reminiscences 
photographs or anything else that records 
what the Movement was doing both at 
home and in all theatres of war overseas 
would be most appreciated. Of particular 
help in all these things would be any 
personal insights, accounts of both how 
and why Toc H came to be important 
to people. As R G Collingwood said 
in his ‘Idea of History’ ‘For history, the 
object to be discovered is not the mere 
event, but the thought expressed in it 
To discover that thought is already to 
understand it... it is the inside of the 
event itself’. 


ities Committee 


by Alan Brooke and Olive Tennant 


problem children, to be jointly staffed by 
Toc H and social workers but fully 
funded by Social Services. In the same 
year, another new project was born, after 
two years of planning — a holiday for 
physically handicapped adults. 


During 1977 the needs of people who are 
both deaf and blind became apparent and 
plans were made to give such people a 
holiday in the following year — yet 
another new project which has continued 
each year since. Also in 1978 we planned 
and ran a week of ‘Community Living’ at 
Hengrave Hall, nr Bury St Edmunds. This 
Project ran for three years. 


In 1981 we tried a project with mentally 
handicapped adults. It had only limited 
success and has not been repeated. 


By that time, we had a fairly clear picture 


of the overall pattern of ongoing needs in 
Norfolk. 


QC) The Miracle of Hengrave 
Seven years with the same project! Some 
People may hold up their hands ™ 


One of the highlights of last year's garden fete at the 
Woodbridge Rest Home, organised by Toc H in Newbury. In the 
picture, the Rest Home proprietors, with Dr Elizabeth Dyson 
(who opened the fete) guess the weight of the magnificent cake. 
The lucky winner donated the cake to Chippenham's Cheshire 
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A superb rosewood walking stick featuring a beautiful figured 
and polished three piece hardwood shaft with solid brass 
fittinga and sculptured animal head handle. This same handle b 
unscrews to raveal a cunningly concealed apirit flaak in the top 
section of this robust and versatile walking stick. 

This exciting new range of PRESTIGE Tippling Sticks offers the 
choice of a variety of heads as illustrated Each COUNTRYMAN J 
quickly and simply takes down or assembles in a trice, yet once 
assembled will easily support the weight of even a 25 stone 


Always a conversation piece. the Countryman must be seen and 
handled to be appreciated. Super quality and incredible value for 
money Crafted to last a lifetime.this is a possession or present 
anyone would be proud to own or receive, and must be the 
ultimate in oneupmanahip. 
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CONCEALED SPIRIT FLASK 


CHURCHILL CAVENDISH LTD, FREEPOST 
BLENHEIM RIDINGS, TIMOTHY LANE, 
BATLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF17 8BR. 


PRICE? JUST 
£12.50 
linc P&P] 

Also available 

without flask 
£8.95 
{inc P&P) 


ACTION LINE 
0274 87 1090 
Phone ANYTIME (24hrs) 
and quate your 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
with yaur order 
Or ask us to 
send COD 
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horror and say ‘Oh no! All wrong! This 
should never be!’ Norfolk Activities 
Committee have said ‘Oh yes! All right! 
Great!” 


Each year this project has brought joy to 
all the participants, both the physically 
handicapped and the volunteers. Each 
year has brought its own set of miracles. 


Early in March 1983, we doubted 
whether funds would run to repeating 
Hengrave’s ‘Living as a Family’ in 
addition to the other four projects on the 
stocks. ‘Living as a Family’ is by far the 
most costly of all our projects (£3,500) 
and therefore the one we felt might have 
to be cancelled. However, after much 
prayer and a fot af hard work in 
contacting many people, we did 
overcome the problem. Money began to 
flow — sometimes from the most 
unexpected sources. For example, the 
wife of one of our handicapped friends 
decided to have ‘a little do’ in her Village 
Hall: result £377 . . . £5 came from the 
elderly mother of Dennis, who had spent 
the first holiday with us but sadly had 
died the following year . .. An appeal by 
a vicar in his parish magazine brought 
£240, which in turn had encouraged a 
person in that same parish to have a 
coffee morning raising £84 . . . and so 
on... Each year these miracles happen! 


Some of our handicapped friends have 
been with us at Hengrave since we started 
these holidays. Their need does not get 
less: it may well increase as their 
handicap becomes worse. Their caring 
relatives are getting older too and a 


break from their ‘daily round’ is 
important for them. 
Each year has its new input of 


handicapped and those coming for the 
first time often come with apprehension. 
But this fades quickly when they meet 
those who are going to look after them 
for the week, sleeping in the same room, 
seeing to their most personal needs and 
problems, and, most of all, sharing their 
friendship. 


We have our problems. In August we were 
wondering if we could give a holiday this 
year to one young man of 25 with severe 
multiple sclerosis. He needs constant 
attention and at this time we had no-one 
to pair him with. We visited him in his 
home and found a heartrending situation. 
His father had recently suffered two heart 
attacks and his mother was very sick. 
Well, we yelled for help in the middle of a 
large local newspaper office. A big report 
in the next issue asked for someone with 
nursing ability. Result: eleven offers from 
people with suitable qualifications — 
marvellous! The first person to respond 


to the appeal (at 8.30 am on the day the 
paper came out) was accepted. He proved 
excellent in every way and he has kept a 
continuing involvement with his new, 
handicapped friend. 


We are fortunate in being able to borrow 
a coach adapted for handicapped people 
but it does require a driver who holds a 
PSV or HGVI licence. August came and 
no driver! Local radio broadcast an 
appeal and within minutes the telephone 
rang and we had our driver. This man 
willingly gave up a week of his holiday, 
not only driving the coach every day but 
helping to care for another of our 
severely handicapped men. 


Lasting friendships are made during this 
week, and each year we wonder who 
helps who! Young volunteers see what 
loving, caring and sharing are about, and 
all want to come back to repeat the 


experience again and again. Some 
volunteers are young: others not so 
young. Hence our title ‘Living as a 
Family’. 


(3) What of the future? 

In the coming months NAC will be 
considering new ventures and involve- 
ments in the projects field, knowing that 
volunteers, both existing and new, are 
waiting to be challenged. 


In 1976, I became involved with a project 
which linked my home town of Worthing 
with Belfast. In 1983, 1 was able to pick 
up the threads by spending a week in 
Northern Ireland. 


Eight years ago Toc H was considering 
projects and a friend suggested a holiday 
on the South Coast for some children 
from one of the worst trouble spots in 
Belfast . . . We accepted this challenge. 
An appeal to the Worthing Council of 
Churches brought response from nearly 
all the Worthing churches of every 
denomination with either a retiring 
collection or a generous donation. The 
widening of the appeal was equally 
generous... 


Last year, through the kindness of Tom 
Hadden, just retired from the post of 
Organiser for Christian Aid for Eire and 
Northern Ireland, and my host in 
Belmont, Belfast, | was able to meet a 
lot of the people who were involved in 
finding the children who were our guests 
in 1976. 


Tom and his wife, Win, were at Belfast 
Airport to meet me. We had to cover 20 
miles down the Crumlin Road, through a 
checkpoint like a frontier post, and the 
centre of Belfast, to their home which is 
about one mile from Stormont. Not a 
soldier anywhere. The only sign of 
abnormality was the unusually narrow slit 
in Post Office pillar boxes — just space 
enough to slip a letter in! 


We visited the Irish Council of Churches 
during the week. This Inter-church Centre 
was the gift of the Evangelical Churches 
of Westphalia and the Rhineland and a 
plaque commemorating its opening in 
1977 records the occasion and lists the 
many bodies who use it as their 
headquarters... 


Protestant denominational differences are 
minimal in comparison with the gulf 
between them and the Roman Catholic 
Church. To an _ Irish protestant, 
ecumenism means a take over by the vast 
monolithic Roman Catholic Church. To 
Revd Desmond Mack, an English 
Presbyterian Minister, this attitude was 
accepting a legacy from a previous age. 
He suggested regular meetings of inter- 
denominational groups for discussion and 
prayer . This gave birth to the 
Protestant and Catholic Encounter 
Movement, the initial letters conveniently 
spelling PACE . . . At its peak in 1975 it 
had 30 branches and a membership of 
2,000. 
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Parallel with this movement, but ies 
much greater emphasis on Be sity 
Fellowship of Prayer for Christian " 4 
formed in 1968 . . . to stress the uni T 
all believers with emphasis 0n the I 
and power of prayer. During der S 
Unity Week a united service IS 5s i 
Belfast in a church of differen 
denomination each year. 


Initiatives for reconciliation have taken 
root when a person with vision goes 
courageously ahead and does something 
about it. Mrs Ruth Agnew had been a 
cleaner in Belfast Gasworks. She was 
distressed that her neighbours had left the 
area through fear and moved to à 
Catholic housing estate. She was worried 
that young boys still at school were 
tempted and pressurised into taking part 
in rioting and violent action. She came 
into touch with an English Catholic 
member of a PACE committee who 
invited her to a PACE conference. She 
told the conference she wanted to get the 
women in her street together. She lived in 
a riot area and knew all about violence. 
Ruth Agnew received the support of 
PACE and the movement ‘Women 
Together’ was launched. Some women 
from Protestant Shankill had befriended 
Catholics burnt out of their homes in 
1969 and these formed another branch. 
The movement organised community 
projects, holidays for families and those 
harassed and wearied in the early days of 
continuous rioting and bombing. They 
ran playground groups for children and 
collected funds for Mother Teresa's work 
and for reconciling bodies. 


On occasions their members took part in 
more dramatic and courageous actions 
when they linked arms and formed a 
human shield to prevent youths from 
attacking the army. In another area they 
stopped youths from setting fire to 
property. Together members dispersed a 
gang of youths attacking a boy from the 
other side. 


Numerous services and joint prayer 
meetings were held amongst people who 
would have considered such activity 
unthinkable a few years previously . . . 
The dead weight of continual violence has 
taken its toll of Women Together but 
they remain in being. . . 


We called at Bryson House, the registered 
office of the BVWS, to meet the Secretary 
and the chief social worker. The windows 
have been shattered by blast from bombs 
SIX Or seven times. She knew all the 
families and homes from Which the 
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children who were our guests in 1976 
came... 
The Citizens’ Advice — Bureau 


organisers posted in Antrim Road 
Ballymurphy, Callender Street, E Belfast. 
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Finaghy, Lower Falls and Shankill. These tl 


are in addition to CAB at Bryson House 
The total number of enquiries for al] the 
bureaux broke the 30,000 mark for the 
first time in 1981: Bryson House handleq 
more than 10,000 of them. 


We had the pleasure of visiting Denis 
Barritt — secretary of BVWA from 
1964-1980. He has lectured in Canada 
and USA and also served as a member of 
the Quaker team at the UNA. His many 
activities at the moment include 
chairmanship of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation in NI and co-chairman of 
PACE. He very kindly autographed and 
presented me with a copy of his recent 
book. The opening chapter starts: (r 
would be understandable for anyone to 
despair of ever finding a way to lasting 
peace in Northern Ireland. Every move 
seems to evoke a perverse intransigent 
response. One could say of the people of 
NI that they can find a problem to every 
solution.’ So this little paperback is 
entitled ‘A Problem to Every Solution’ 
Ido commend it to you... 


Churches in Belmont have indoor bowling 
clubs in their church halls from 
September until April. Belmont 
Presbyterian Church, my hosts’ church, 
have three sessions each week. They had 
the club finals whilst I was there, 
followed by their annual dinner and a 
dance . This Church seats 1,000 
people... 


One day we had lunch at a hotel in 
Castlereagh within easy distance of 
Belmont. A year or two ago it was 
completely gutted by a fire bomb but it is 
now completely rebuilt without any trace 
of this catastrophe visible. Compensation 
from the Government can only be 
claimed if the site is cleared rapidly and 
redeveloped. My host’s son and his 
family live at Groomsport at the mouth 
of Belfast Lough some 14 miles from the 
centre of Belfast .. . 


We had a beautiful day’s run along the 
Coast road through Larne to the Giants 
Causeway, breaking our journey to visit 
Corrymeela at Ballycastle on a tip of the 
Antrim coast opposite Rathlin Island. 
Corrymeela is a small country community 
set up in 1965 by the Revd Roy Davey: 
the Presbyterian Dean of Residence at 
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by Cecil B Wakely 


Queen's University. He had been inspired 
by the lona Community and encouraged 
by the visits to Belfast of Pastor Tullio 
Vinay who had founded the village of 
San Agape in Italy. From the violent 
streets of divided Ulster the people of 
NI come to Corrymeela and find help — 

4 positive help that makes them believe 
there might be a way out of their no hope 
situation ... 


In 1965 it was just a battered building. 
Today the eight acre site embraces a 50 
bed house, a 32 bed unit known as The 
Cottage, the youth village for 32 young 
people and Coventry House which grew 
from the ashes of the old Coventry 
Cathedral and the coming together of 
Coventry and Dresden, two of the worst 
bombed cities in England and West 
Germany. At the start a group of young 
people arrayed in jeans, T shirts and 
armed with spades, picks and shovels 
trooped up the hill (Corrymeela is Irish 
for the Hill of Harmony) in procession 
for a service of thanksgiving and 
dedication — the climax of a long process 
of thought, planning, study and action 
over several years. Most of the early users 
were students who saw the need for some 
ecumenical expression in Ireland: they 
were deeply aware of the divided society 
in NI and the paralysis of so much church 
E 


The Corrymeela plan grew out of real life 
problems as the situation deteriorated in 
1969 and violence came to the streets. 
Almost it seemed in preparation for such 
a situation, a small staff at Ballycastle had 
come together and Corrymeela is linked 
with Corrymeela House, a large three 
storey terrace house in Belfast. The two 
centres have a staff of 28 including nine 
volunteers and six part time members 
involved in cooking, housekeeping and 
programme administration . . . The 
centre at Belfast is a key point for 
communication and offers a meeting 
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place for groups requiring neutral 
ground... 
The heart of Corrymeela’s practical 


Christianity is daily worship. Across the 
glass doors into the Croi (Irish for heart) 
the prayer of St Francis is inscribed; the 
word Peace falling on the door handle so 
that the symbolic action of giving the 
peace is made by everyone using it. 


Just inside is the figure of St Francis with 
his birds. At the heart is a small wooden 
bog oak cross on a circular table and a 
candle. Cushions lie round the table and 
then circles of chairs... 


New Role = 


Mior Friends 


| Both the Friends of Cuddesdon House 
and the Friends of Port Penrhyn have 
adopted a new policy. From now on 
both sets of Friends will use their 
funds to help people to enjoy the 
| experience offered by those houses. 
|| They will, in effect, be bursary funds 
making it possible for special reduced 
rates to be offered either to individuals 
or to Toc H sponsored groups. Party 
leaders wishing to apply for help from 
these funds should write in the first 
instance to the Revd Colin Rudd, 
Development Officer, at Cuddesdon 
House or to A P (Mitch) Mitchell, 
Warden, at the Toc H Port Penrhyn 
Adventure Centre. 


Alison House 
11-18 August 1984 
Family holiday week at Alison House, 


Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire, 
hosted by Beds, Herts and Bucks Area. 
Single room £61, shared room £57, 
from Sat pm unti] Sat am. A £10 
deposit (payable to Grace Clayton) 
enclosing a SAE stating 
accommodation required, to: 


l 
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Colsterdale 
20-24 August 1984 

4 days at Colsterdale, Healey, Masham, 
Ripon for approximately £30. 
Applications to: 

Jack Turner, 60 Hall End Road, 
Wootton, Beds. Tel: 0234 768410. 


May I say that British people are involved 
very deeply in Ireland and that we have a 
direct responsibility to ensure that every 
effort to foster true reconciliation is 
strengthened. The election results and the 
series of brutal tit for tat murders show 
how vitally important Corrymeela's role 
is in building a new foundation through 
personal friendships and understanding 
across the dividing lines which run so 
deep that no rcal political change is 


people rather than to 
additional equipment, will encourage 
many more contributions. Any readers 
who would like to help to make it 
possible for those who cannot 
themselves afford the full cost to 
enjoy either or both of these special 
Toc H experiences should send their 
contributions to the respective 
Secretaries of the funds: 


For Cuddesdon House (cheques | 
payable to The Friends of Cuddesdon 
House): 

Frank and Dorothy Kirk, 153 Welbeck 
Road. Long Eaton, Notts. 


For Port Penrhyn {cheques payable to 
The Friends of Port Penrhyn): 

George Cowley, c/o Toc H Adventure 
Centre, Port Penrhyn, Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 4HN. 


Cuddesdon House 


There will be two Painting and Music 
weeks in 1984. In each case, the full 


cost — board, accommodation and 
tuition fee -- is £66 (£40 for children 
under 12). 


The dates are: 
July 21-28 Bookings close at 
the end of March. 
September 30 - October 7. 
Bookings close at the end of 


June. 

(o. If you could go to either week, 
please state your order of 
preference. 

These holiday weeks offer an 


opportunity to anybody between 0 
and 100 to indulge in a bit of art 
and / or music, in the lovely setting of 
the Toc H Centre, Cuddesdon House 
in Oxfordshire. Beginners and ‘old 
hands' are equally welcome, and there 
are opportunities to paint, draw, sing, 
play an instrument, or simply to 'stand 
and stare’. 


Applications and enquiries to: 

Mis Christine  McCaskie, Toc H 
Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Rucks HP22 6BT. 


possible until fear and  mistrust are 
removed. 


We can help by becoming Friends of 
Corrymeela and informing ourselves of 
the progress of this initiative and helping 
it forward. Denis Barritt's book will help 
you to understand. lt is ‘A Problem to 
Every Solution' and is published by 
Quaker Peace Services, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London NWI 28) (£1 30) 
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‘Hooked-on’ TV? 


Watching the 'goggle box' has become 
quite a pastime in America. To the 
newcomer, the vast array of channels 
(and now cable TV) provide the viewer 
with an overwhelming choice of 
programmes. The latest craze is MTV 
(Music Television), available on the cable 
network, which provides 24 hours of 
video rock and pop. 


Many fellow Britons are critical of the 
quality of American TV. True, there is a 
lot of rubbish but careful sifting reveals 
some excellent material. Of particular 
interest is the Christian Broadcasting 
Network which presents a daily 
programme called ‘The 700 Club’. It must 
be Christian Broadcasting at its best. For 
one and a half hours each day, the viewer 


Baint Joseph 


Another Christmas is over. The tradesmen 
have counted their profits. The parishes 
and schools have congratulated 
themselves on their Nativity plays and 
fond mothers basked in the glow of their 
little ones’ performances in the festival 
tableaux. ‘Wasn’t my Betty a beautiful 
Madonna?’ or ‘Didn't my Ted make a 
good St Joseph?’ It mattered not that 
neither of them had a word to say, it only 
mattered that they looked as we fondly 
believe the main characters looked at that 
first Christmas, meditatively beautiful. 


Now in the aftermath, can we say what 
Christmas means for us? Without doubt 
it is a time of giving. We buy charity 
cards, we go to church and come home in 
a maze of misty eyed sentiment. The 
slightest sign of disagreement in the 
family brings forth the reproof ‘Now, 
now, its Christmas, a time of peace’ or 
‘Well, got to be generous, it only comes 
once a year, or ‘Well it's the kids’ day 
anyhow’. Six words repeatedly heard — ‘i 
only comes once a year’ — are very 
significant. Does it mean that we pack the 
thought of the feast away with the fairy 
off the Christmas tree, the decorations 
and St Joseph’s beard? Those words made 
me think what the real Christmas, the 
very first was really like. I find the answer 
in the person of St Joseph. So much 
depended on him, yet in the plays and 
10 


is not only entertained but uplifted. The 
programme first looks at some topical 
political and economic issue, presents a 
documentary background feature and 
then follows up with discussion of the 
implications for Christians. Then there 
are ‘real life’ stories, telling how people's 
lives have been transformed by Christ, 
and of real life miracles and how they 
happened. Finally, there is some teaching 
of Christian principles and time for 
prayer with the viewer. Viewers are 
invited to join the club which supports 
Christian broadcasting worldwide and 
runs 'Operation Outreach', a Christian 
Social Service manned by volunteers. On 
top of this, the club has telephones 
manned 24 hours a day with volunteers 
ready to receive calls from anyone, to 
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tableaux he is always put in the 


background. 


We cannot really be blamed for giving him 
such a small place in the crib scenes. The 
Gospels themselves do not tell us much. 
He is mentioned only in two of them and 
nowhere do we have a record of a single 
word he spoke. His role appears to be a 
supporting one, and we have to dig deep 
to find it. 


St Matthew gives us the most. He begins 
by recording the family tree — an 
important document in Jewish life even 
today. (St Luke, being a Greek, does not 
give the tree until Jesus started His 
Mission.) In seven verses St Matthew gives 
an insight into the struggle of St Joseph 
to accept the fact that his bride had not 
betrayed him. We are told he was a ‘just’ 
man. A most important word in the 
Jewish world. He was a Jew of Jews, a 
son of the law, and in cases of adultery 
(implied in Mary's case) there was no 
compassion: the verdict was death by 
stoning. (Deut Chap 22 vv 21-24). He was 
a man of compassion and looked for a 
way out of such a verdict. The thought of 
her being publicly stoned must have 
torn him apart. Yet he was a descendant 
of the great Joseph, the dreamer of 
dreams. the one who was guided by God 
through his dreams. St Joseph slept on 
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by Margaret McGettrick 


share experiences, to offer 
encouragement, to help in any way they 
can or to answer questions about 
Christianity. 


Well, I've become ‘hooked’ on the ‘700 
Club’. With the issue of cable TV being 
debated in the UK, perhaps an 
organisation like Toc H could take a lead 
in initiating and supporting a Christian 
Broadcasting network. After all Toc H 
has always been an initiator. 


What do you think? 
x ceann Anka 
WALAP LRG) 


the problem and got the answer, God 
spoke to him through his dream ‘Mary is 
telling the truth, take her for your wife’. 
He obeyed. 


St Luke fills in a lot from Our Lady's 
point of view, but St Matthew gets on 
with the dream. The journey to 
Bethlehem. The time of the journey has 
been questioned a great deal. Many 
theologians, Mgr Knox among them, have 
been dubious that a man of St Joseph’s 
compassionate nature would have asked 
his young wife to make a journey of 90 
miles when she was so near her time. 
Moreover, as in France during the 
German occupation, when a census was 
called, all movement was stopped. They 
could not have made the journey. 


it has been suggested that when St Joseph 
obeyed and took Mary for his wife he 
took her straight to his home town of 
Bethlehem, where there was a family 
house. Such a move would have stopped 
all possible gossip or scandal in the tiny 
town of Nazareth. The house in 
Bethlehem would have been of traditional 
Eastern pattern — one large room with a 
sleeping platform at one end. It would 
have been inhabited by all the family — 
cousins, brothers, sisters. When the time 
came for Jesus' birth, the words ‘no iue 
at the inn' are better interpreted, 

room on the sleeping platform'. The sit 
quiet place would have been the cattle 
shed attached to the side of the house. 
St Luke gives us the ritual for the days 
after and St Joseph's punctilious 
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Newport and Griffithstown (Gwent) Branches pay a joint monthly visit to the 
Cheshire Home at Llanhennock. Through a range of entertainments, visiting choirs etc 
members have gradually built up a deep relationship with the residents. In the picture, 
Ken Davis helps two residents during one of the popular bingo sessions. 


fulfilment of the law. St Matthew takes 
it all for granted, and is more concerned 
with the crisis which once again faced 
St Joseph. Once again he is directed 
through a dream. He obeys immediately 
although it is the middle of the night. (St 
Matthew Chap 2 vv 13-16.) To fulfil 
God’s will in this he has to make big 
personal sacrifices. He must give up his 
business, his home, his country. If he had 
been an ordinary man, he could have said, 
under his breath, ‘and for a child not even 
mine’. | sometimes think God asked a 
lot of St Joseph. Had he been like me, 
Our Lord could well have been one of the 
Holy Innocents! 


We don't know how many years were 
spent in Egypt, but again in the Matthew 
gospel, we see the pattern. With the 
return to Israel St Matthew feels that 
St Joseph's work is done. 


St Luke, though, gives a small insight into 
what have been termed ‘the silent years’. 
Chapter 2, vv 40-42 cover a period of 12 
years and vv 42-51 give us the record of 
Our Lord's Bar-mitsvah (his enrolment 
as a son of the law). St Joseph isn't 
mentioned but we know that the 
preparation for the great event depended 
a great deal on the boy's father. St Joseph 
was head of the household. He would be 
responsible for the training of his son, 
and the son would be subject to the 
father. Jesus led the life of a normal 
Jewish boy. No one was conscious of his 
Divinity at that time — even Our Lady 
came to it only gradually. During His 
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Mission we get glimpses of that training — 
the instruction in the Torah, attendance 
at the synagogue and instruction in a 
craft (St Joseph's own craft, that of the 
carpenter). Often, when 1 
documentaries of Jewish life on TV I 
think that is how St Joseph brought pp 
Jesus. St Luke, Chap 2 vv 40 and 52 
endorse this. Then St Luke concludes 
that St Joseph's work was finished, for 
between verse 52 and the start of Chapter 
3, there is a gap of 21 years. 


My seeking of St Joseph has taught me 
why the Church made him the patron 
saint of husbands. He was a tower of 
strength to Our Lady. She accepted his 
decisions as he accepted the messages of 
the angels, without demur. His willingness 
to give up everything for God, his 
acceptance of what seemed impossible 
(the truth of the Virgin birth) make all 
my doubts of the truth seem arrogant. 
He fulfils the old adage 'actions speak 
louder than words. He tells the true 
story of Christmas. 


Nevertheless, one need not discard the 
merrymaking and the sentimental crib 
inherited from St Francis of Assisi, nor 
Thomas Hardy's legend of the kneeling 
cattle. They at least put the Christ Child 
into perspective and give Him priority 
over Santa Claus. All we then need is the 
overflow of the good will into the months 
that follow, maybe even as far as the 
month the church has dedicated to St 
Joseph. To my mind he earned it. His 
feast day is 19 March. 


see ` 


Branch Orders 


Branches will know that the 
invoices for their Point Three orders 
are prepared and sent out in March so 
that the right orders can be dispatched 
from April onwards. If you want to 
change the number of copies you 
require from April 1984 to March 
1985, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 


p À growing number of Branches 
(and individual subscribers) now 
contribute in whole or in part to the 
cost of posting their copies. Postal 
charges are now so high that these 
| contributions are of the utmost value. 
Are you paying postage on your 
copies? Please examine your finances 
(and your consciences!) once again to 
see what you can do to help. 


Safety Alarms 


In our December 1983 issue (p11) we 
published a picture of Freddie Mills 
showing the simple £12 safety alarm 
for the elderly and handicapped which 
he developed with Toc H in Australia. 
Readers have been asking for details. 
Freddie has asked us to say that he 
would welcome hearing from anyone 
interested. His address is: 7 Fieldgate 
Road, Luton, Beds LU4 7TA. 


Can You Help? 


Does anyone know the whereabouts 
of the St Alban's Men's Branch Lamp? 
The Branch closed in 1966. 


There is a Toc H niche in the Abbey 
and for many years this Lamp was laid 
up there during the summer months. 
The niche is still preserved — indeed 
the St Albans Women's Branch 
arrange flowers there during the year 
but the Lamp is gone. 


This Lamp was presented to St Alban's 
in memory of two people from one 
family — Arthur Prideaux du Cane, one 
time Branch Chaplain, who died in 
1927 and Colonel Owen 
Godfrey-Fossett of the Essex 
Regiment who was killed in 1914. It 
is possible that the box carried a plate 
engraved with these names. 


If anyone can trace this Lamp, please 
write to the Editor. 


We all like a good argument and this 
could be just the way to get people 
involved with your Branch. It’s quite 
simple — but it means a bit of work! 


Spend an evening drawing up a list of 
some of the most controversial issues of 
today — preferably with a fair sprinkling 
of local matters. 


Then, opposite each issue, add the name 
of some local personage who is an 
acknowledged expert — or at least who 
has strong views on the matter. 


Write to each of these people, saying how 
you have noticed their interest in the 
matter, and invite them to speak at a 
public meeting where it will be discussed 
among local people. Naturally one of 
your Branch meeting nights would be 
preferable, but fall in with whatever 
convenient dates they suggest. 


You'l soon have a good programme of 
speakers. built up. Now comes the second 
part of your plan. Issue invitations to 
others who you know are interested in at 
least one of the subjects, would like to 
hear a good speaker, and perhaps have a 
discussion (or argument!) about it. 
Enclose the programme and with any 
luck, they'll find other items, besides 
their pet subject, that they'll want to hear 
about. So they'll turn up more than once! 
Of course, your Branch room may not be 
big enough, but hiring a larger room is 
quite in order if you want to’ make a 
success of your venture, and you can 
always leave a donations box by the 
door! 


Tell the local press, too — they may well 
publicise it in advance and, after all, it is 
a public meeting! 


Don't have any speakers other than 
your main one. Have your members 
available to answer questions on Toc H 
privately and a few leaflets for those who 
can't stop to talk. 


After a few visits, people will start to 
show interest in Toc H. And by that time, 
you'll have overhauled any aspects of the 
Branch that are funny. old fashioned or 
boring, and be able to offer them an 
attractive Branch to get involved with! 
CSS 


A fine day, attractive stalls and good 
company all helped the success of Wessex 
District’s 1983 ‘Autumn Fayre’ which 
raised £270. 
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pen Forum 


Do you not care? 


Among the things Toc H seeks to be is a 
Caring Movement, devoted to fostering a 
caring community and society. Indeed 
the first point of our Toc H Compass is to 
‘Love Widely’, which means to be a caring 
sort of person. 

One of the things that troubles me 
greatly as a member of staff (although 
part time) and a Padre in the bargain, is 
the number of occasions ] keep running 
into where we have failed miserably to be 
‘caring’ people. All too frequently these 
instances come to my notice. 

People who have devoted years of 
their life and given a lot of time, talents 
and voluntary service to our Movement, 
and have had to give up what they once 
did due to old age, ill health or family 
circumstances forcing them to move away 
(sometimes to a locality where there is no 
Toc H) seem to get completely forgotten. 
As one of them put it to me recently: 
‘It is as though I never existed; 1 haven't 
heard a word from anyone’. Loved ones 
of faithful members who have died, and 
to whom we show great concern and 
affection at the time of the funeral, are 
just left uncontacted afterwards, and 
nobody seems to bother to keep in touch 
with them. This goes too for those who 
once worked for our Movement, at a 
lower salary than they could have earned 
elsewhere, often at considerable sacrifice 
to themselves and their families — these 
too can feel forgotten by their former 
friends and colleagues in the Movement. 

This can all be very hurtful and 
even add to the distress of sorrowing. To 
feel forgotten after having given so much 
can make loneliness worse, and appears 
to be ungrateful. Can we please remember 
that an occasional letter or telephone call, 
and a visit if and whenever the 
opportunity presents itself, can *make the 
day' of so many of these good friends of 


our Movement or their loved ones, who 
are cut off from their one time close 
contacts with the Movement and the 
membership? 

Really, we could do better than 
we sometimes do to keep in touch with 
those who were once part of us, and who 
are still members of the Toc H Family, 
This is being written as a New Year 
dawns: by the time you read it, thoughts 
of New Year resolutions will have faded 
into the mists, but please see to it that in 
1984 you do show that you care, and 
keep in touch with those members of our 
Movement who have given so much, and 
now no longer can, for whatever reason, 
And don't forget their widows, widowers, 
and members of their families who so 
often feel that Toc H so quickly forgot 
all about them. We should after all be 
known for our true caring concern, and 
not our ability to quickly forget. 


Revd Malcolm Perkins 
Rochester 


What can we do for the 
unemployed? 


All too often the unemployed person is 
seen as someone in social disgrace, a 
misfit in society who needs help. He 
really needs to feel less of an outcast in 
this society of ours which teaches us that 
being in paid employment is the only way 
to live and that the unemployed are 
scroungers on the rest of us. There are 
some scroungers, but, like football 
hooligans, they are a small minority. Most 
people out of work don’t like to feel 
useless and have very little money. 
Unfortunately, society is losing its 
way. On the one hand we are increasing 
our awareness of the needs of the less 
fortunate — the homeless, old people, 
battered wives, etc. On the other hand we 
are becoming more selfish in our demands 
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for material goods — cars, colour TV's 
and so On. Thus we are increasingly 

utting the onus on the ‘professional’ 
and ‘yoluntary’ sectors of our Society to 
do something about the problem. We are 
overloading these services but are 
unwilling to part with money to pay for 
them. . 

Ask a different question and we 
adopt a different attitude. For example, 
if we ask *What can the unemployed do 
for us?’ we imply that the unemployed 
should be doing something for us, 
However, if we ask ‘How can the 
unemployed help us?' we then imply that 
the unemployed could be of some help to 
us. ‘What could the unemployed do to 
help us? and the answer is ‘voluntary 
work'. Contrary to popular belief, 
voluntary work is not 'doing something 
for others without a reward to oneself. 
On the contrary, the doing of something 
for someone less fortunate is a humane 
act, which, if done well, is pleasant and 
satisfying for both ‘the doer’ and ‘the 
recipient’. 

For the unemployed the rewards 
can be increased. Not only do they get 
pleasure and self satisfaction from 
voluntary work, they also gain respect 
from others, increase their chances of 
getting employment (a good reference is 
often forthcoming from the organiser) 
and gain valuable experience. When asked 
what he does for a living he can proudly 
state ‘I work with the homeless’ — or 
whatever. This does not justify the 
argument that the unemployed should be 
made to do voluntary work — that would 
destroy its meaning and take away the 
satisfaction found in this type of work. 


Steve Walker Dipl PS 
Knaresborough 


Trading stamps 


Thank you so much for the additional 
package of trading stamps. I should say 
that I moved back to my native Norfolk 
when my husband retired a few months 
ago. My new address is: 30 Cedar Drive, 
Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 2EX. 

As it was some considerable time 
since you gave me publicity (June and 
September 1982), I did not notify you 
of my move, thinking it was very unlikely 
I would receive any more stamps from 
your readers — however, I have been 
Proved wrong... 

I am still collecting trading stamps 
and cigarette coupons from regulars and 
sources that have retained my name, but 
as the hospital has been built and opened 
have not sought more publicity. However, 
I shall continue to collect and redeem for 
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rebuilding has been raised, 
ng to obtain a further £1m 
Specialised equipment, and 
f the unit, before closing the 


My husband and | went down to 
see the new hospita] two months ago and 
I was very proud to be told by Jimmy 
Savile that ! had raised more than anyone 
else by individual effort (£26,491.70 + 
books in hand). i 


Thanking you and 
for this help, 2 your readers 
Miriam Tweed 
Attleborough 


Early Blood Donors 


Early in the 1930s, on the inspired 
leadership of Brian Dickson, Toc H 
members working in Unilever House 
formed themselves into a team and set 
about doing things for the benefit of the 
staff and others. Under the auspices of 
the British Red Cross, London's Blood 
Transfusion Service, most of us 
volunteered to be donors. There were no 
blood banks at that time and transfusions 
were carried out on a donor to patient 
basis. 

One day, I received a call to go at 
once to the Royal Free Hospital in Grays 
Inn Road. On arrival | was told to report 
to the Pathological Laboratory where | 
was shown to a seat. Presently, | saw 
coming towards me a middle aged lady in 
a white coat, pushing a trolley on which 
were various instruments and containers. 
| stood up, took off my jacket and 
started to roll up my shirt sleeve. She 
said, ‘No need to do that: | am not going 
to take it from your arm but from your 
ear!’ | locked around for means of 
escape, but she went on, 'this is not the 
transfusion, 1 just want a small sample 
from your ear to check your blood group’. 
[| assured her I was Group O which I 
understood was universal. She explained, 
'We have recently found that Group O 
can be sub-divided. We have had two 
Group O donors here today already but 
neither was found to be compatible with 
the blood of the patient’. She did the 
necessary and departed. About ten 
minutes later she came back and said 
gleefully ‘Third time lucky. You'll do,” 
and I was marched off to meet a Polish 
lady surgeon, with an unpronounceable 
name who was to perform the 


transfusion. 
Alas, | heard a few days later that 


the patient had died. 


Harold Chainey 
Chichester 


t. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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To all smokers! 


Another Central Council's been 
completed; 

We've met at Swanwick as we always do; 

We've met old friends we haven't seen for 
ages, 

And made a lot of other contacts too. 


It isn't that, however, that concerns us: 

Pollution is the matter for debate; 

There must be something we can do 
about it 

To save ourselves before it is too late. 


The conference hall is nice and bright and 
airy; 

We sit in rows with ample room to spare; 

There's no complaint about the tea or 
coffee — 

It's just the foul pollution of the air. 


The stench of nicotine is all pervading: 

There're only half a dozen men to blame; 

They light their pipes regardless of the 
others, 

And never seem to feel a sense of shame. 


The Compass Points must never be 
forgotten: 

Fairmindedness must permeate 
throughout; 

But can we tolerate the thoughtless 
smokers 

And still love widely yet without a doubt? 


It used to be considered very manly 

To puff a pipe or smoke a cigarette; 

But now we've learned the folly of the 
habit: 

It isn't even social etiquette. 


At last year's Central Council someone 
stated 

The womenfolk's attendance had 
declined; 

It well could be pollution was the reason — 

They're too polite to say what's on their 
mind! 


It's good to breathe the air that God 
bequeaths us; 

To fill our lungs with nothing but the 
best; 

The man who tries to rob us of this 
birthright 

Can only be regarded as a pest. 


Then let us all resolve that in the Future 

Our comfort shall be made a prime 
concern; 

We'll have to segregate the filthy fumers, 

Or make them go outside to have a ‘burn’. 


Edwin H Mason 
Alvechurch 
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Members of 
Christchurch Branch present a dual 
control BEC battery operated wheelchair 
to help residents of a local home for tie 
elderly to move around the area and visit 


shops. 


Corsham Branches raised a substantial 
sum in 1983 from their Alexandra Rose 
Day collection. The Branches agreed that 
one third of the total amount should go 
to Family Purse and the balance to the 
Dorothy House Foundation, a caring 
centre for the terminally ill. 


"TIT KNOW 
YOU WERE THE, ora 


Some time ago I had my hair cut. Whilst 
this was going on the man in the next 
chair was cursing and swearing about 
anything and everything. When the barber 
took the towels from round my neck the 
man who had been doing all the swearing 
noticed my clerical collar! 


'| am sorry vicar’, he said, ‘I didn't know 
who you were, you see’. Wel] | did see, 
but told him not to apologise to me since 
he hadn't actually offended me. The 
reason he apologised was because he 
discovered I was a priest. When he had no 
idea who | was, he cursed away merrily, 
but afterwards he was sorry, even a little 
ashamed. 


This kind of thing happens quite often in 
different situations and it always causes 
such decent folk to apologise when they 
discover themselves behaving in a way of 
which they themselves do not really 
approve. 


How easy it is for us to fall into the same 
trap in relation to God. For God is always 
where we are, whether we are thinking of 
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him or not. How often do we behave just 
like the man in the barber’s shop? How 
often do we think and say and do things 
which if we realised we were in God’s 
presence would never actually happen? 


When the vicar isn't there, it doesn't 
really matter what goes on for he can 
neither sce nor hear us, but God is there 
all the time and we can never see nor hear 
him. There’s no point in tidying up just 
before he arrives because he is always 
here. 


The Christian is someone who practises 
an awareness of the presence of God. If 
there are things about him which he 
would not like God to know about, or 
which would make him feel ashamed if he 
knew God did, then he makes it his 
business to rid himself of them. 
Christianity, put at its simplest, is a 
matter of relationship — relationship with 
God, God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 
Christians are not religious people who 
make some time in their lives for God, 
nor are they people who try to make the 
world a better place to live in. Christians 


are people who live the Life of God by 
living in Christ. 


If a Christian finds that he is not always 
living the life, then he is quite honest and 
open about it for he knows that nothing 
is hid from God. The only way to peace 
of mind for such a man is to be sorry and 
to ask God's mercy and forgiveness. We 
can ‘kid’ one another. We can sometimes 
‘kid’ ourselves, but we can never kid God. 
At first sight this comes as a bit of a 
blow, but after a little thought it soon 
turns into joy. 


With the knowledge that God knows even 
our innermost secrets, comes a sense of 
real freedom. We do not have to pretend 
or prove ourselves before him. We simply 
have to be honest and faithful. God 
accepts us just as we are. 


Merely to remind ourselves that we are in 
the presence of God helps us 
tremendously in the difficult task of 
trying to live the life, the Life of Christ 
and brings with it even greater joys than 
we could possibly imagine. 


We will Remember. 


We regret to annouce the death of the 
following members: 


In October 

A Guy C Baker (Birmingham District) 
Mark Banks (Netherton) 

E D ‘Ted’ Weaver (Hythe) 


In November 

Stanley R Blunt (Cambridge) 
Evelyn A M Hunkin (Exmouth) 
Victor G Fakes (Cambridge) 
Frederick A C Nitz (Goring-by-Sea) 
Alice A Wignall (St Annes) 


In December 

Marjorie E ‘Bobby’ Bettany (Honiton) 

Helen Brown (Trimley) 

Olave B Druce (Kings Norton & 
Northfield) 

Reginald J Harvey (Pickering) 

Martin Johnson (Netherton) 

Philip Jordan (Wivelshire District) 

John R Keith (Sevenoaks) 

Frank W Leary (Goring-by-Sea) 

Richard M Mawbray (Clacton-on-Sea) 

John H Molyneux (Nailsea) 

Sydney Scarborough (Melton Mowbray) 

Walter Simpson (Tunbridge Wells) 

Henry C Smart (Springfields District) 

Florence N Stansbury (Exmouth) 

F A ‘Frank’ Thompson (Mochre) 

Kenneth V Treliving (Whitstable) 

Cicely Ward (Skegness) 

Kathleen N Wray (Nottingham) 


In January 

Monty C Callis (South Worcestershire 
District) 

Cyril R G Curtiss (Beckley) 

Oliver L C Findlow (Cromer) 

Lawrence R Hill (Huddersfield District) 

S G ‘Steve’ Partis (Long Clawson) 

Kathleen A Willett (Weybridge) 


Alan St George Colthurst, a loving priest 
radiant with joy, slipped away to join the 
Elder Brethren on the night of 16 
December last. He was first known in the 
Family of Toc H when, as a shy young 
Major, he met Tubby Clayton in the Old 
House in Poperinge. After the war he 
studied at Cambridge and then at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York. After a 
year at Westcott House, he was ordained 
in 1924 at Wakefield to serve as Curate 
in Kirkburton and later as Priest in charge 
at St Mark's, Huddersfield. In 1929 he 
became a Toc H Chaplain. 

In those days each Toc H Mark 
had a resident Chaplain and a well used 
Chapel. Alan is still remembered by the 
Branch members in many local mining 
areas of West and South Yorkshire and in 
the diocese of Ripon. 

Alan married Elizabeth Atherley 
and they raised a glorious family of six 


daughters and a son. Subsequent to 1934 
he served as Rector of S Swithun's not 
far from All Hallows in the city of 
London, then as vicar of St Paul's 
Bedford, and from 1949-62 as Vicar of 
Aldenham and until his retirement in 
Bredon he served at Quantonhead in 
Somerset. For many years he was 
Chairman of the Gambian Diocesan 
Association. 

Now we may pray for him with 
thanksgiving as he serves his master in 
paradise. 


Bishop John C S Daly 


Cromer Men's Branch write to say that 
their Branch Padre, Revd Oliver L C 
(‘Finny’) Findlow died on 3 January, 
aged 86 years. 

‘Finny was born in Liverpool, but 
began his varied ministries in Norwich, 
first as a missioner with the Industrial 
Christian Fellowship in the 1920s. It was 
a time of acute industrial depression and 
Finny with the support of some leading 
Norwich citizens organised workshops 
and allotments for the unemployed. He 
was founder and organiser of the Norwich 
Unemployment and Welfare Association 
and during WWII he ran a club for 
soldiers and the next of kin of POWs. He 
served on the staff of the Norfolk War 
Charities Committee, and was a Special 
Constable. In 1946 Finny went to [taly as 
Toc H Warden of a Servicemen's Club. 
Ordained priest in 1957, he served in 
Kings Lynn, was vicar of St Mark’s, 
Walsall, and returned to Norfolk upon 
retiring in 1973, when he became Branch 
Padre. Finny served Toc H, the real ‘love 
of his life’, with single minded zeal and 
boundless enthusiasm. Cromer Branch 
has good reason to be grateful for his 
connection with it. He has departed, fuil 
of years, but his influence — will 
undoubtedly live on in the service we 
perform in the future. ' 

JT 


Dr Martin Christopher Johnson, for more 
than 30 years a member of Netherton 
Branch, died last year at the age of 87. He 
was both scientist and philosopher and a 
University teacher of distinction since the 
end of WWI. In a moving tribute at his 
funeral service, Professor W E Burcham 
said: '. . . Martin's life of kindliness and 
help to others was based on a profound 
personal faith. Although he attended the 
Anglican Church of St Mary, Selly Oak 
... he was not a member of that or any 
other religious congregation in a narrow 
sense. He had a respect for them all and 
especially perhaps for the Society of 
Friends. Throughout his life he had 
thought deeply on religious experience 
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Lack of space has compelled us to hold 
over some obituary notices received. We 
hope to include these in future issues. 
—Editor 


and on its reconciliation with scientific 
progress and in his view the creeds of the 
churches were not so important as depth 
of personal feeling. He held that the 
unification of science and religion must 
involve an understanding of the nature of 
Time and he felt that the Holy Spirit, in 
the doctrine of the Trinity, must be 
identified with what he liked to call the 
Soul of the Universe... 

If we are Christians, we believe 
that Martin has now entered into the final 
harmony on which he pondered so long 
and so deeply. He leaves behind the 
record of a life of devotion and service to 
others, of concern for things of earth and 
of heaven. And as that life drew towards 
its close, but before understanding left 
him, I believe that he saw by his bedside 
not only his beloved wife Elsie, but the 
very Lord Jesus Christ himself. 


A retired executive officer of the Ministry 
of Defence, Stephen George ('Steve") 
Partis died in January after a short illness. 
After war service in the Royal Navy, he 
and his family settled in Long Clawson 
and he soon became involved in village 
life, serving on the committee of the 
newly built village hall. He became an 
enthusiastic member of Toc H and was 
Chairman of the Long Clawson Branch 
for many years, a position he held when 
he died . . . He also served on the District 
Team, often as Chairman, and became 
noted for his forthright views and 
devotion to duty throughout the area. He 
wil be sadly missed, but long 
remembered for his wide ranging service 
to the community. 


Mold District write to say: ‘Members of 
the former Deeside Branch learned with 
sadness of the death of Mary Gregory. 
Mary had been a member of the now 
defunct Chester Branch, and then of 
Deeside where she served in several 
offices, notably that of Branch Secretary. 
When she and her husband moved to 
Bettisfield, Mary became a member of 
Wem Branch until she became a faithful 
Builder in 1975. She leaves a husband and 
one son, to whom we extend our deepest 
sympathy’. 


An old friend writes to tell us of the 
death in January of Gertrude Wicks, a 
member of the former Muswell Hill 
Women’s Branch. She gave much to 
Toc H over many years and was the first 
to say how much Toc H had given to her. 
Gertrude was aged 96. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Dick Moody MPS of Clacton on Sea, Essex 
(Toc If member for 40 years) is looking for a 
fellow pharmacist. Scope for a lively private 
life. Write giving details of self and 
requirements. All letters will be acknowledged 
from 130 Old Road, Clacton on Sea, Essex 
CO15 3LU. 


North Wales. Happy family hotel, children 
welcome. H & C all rooms. Two minutes sandy 
beach and shops. Easy reach North Wales 
beauty spots and Snowdonia National Park. 
Parties welcome. SAE brochure: ‘The Dolphin’, 
4 Paradise Crescent, Penmacnmawr, Gwynedd 
LL34 6AR. Tel: 0492 622223. 


Clacton — 5 berth Caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities include pool, shops, 
children's playground and social centre. 
May/June — £45 pw, July - £50 pw, August — 
£60 pw, September — £45 pw. Full details from 
Mr J A Turner, 60 Hall End Road, Wootton, 
Bedford MK43 9HP. Telephone: 0234 768410. 


Llandudno, N Wales. Family run licenced hotel, 
opp pier, mins from shops and entertainments. 
Parties up to 35 catered for. Colour brochure 
on request. Bed, breakfast, evening dinner opt. 
Elms Hotel, Llandudno. Tel: 0492 78511. 
Under new management. Vacancies Easter 
and coming season. 


Jaywick, Clacton, Essex. Sca wall chalet, idea] 
for two adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All electric. April to 
October £30 pw. Apply: Miss Nicolls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


Weymouth — Inclusive coach holidays from 
He parts of country from about £85. Coach 
both ways, free excursions. Bed, breakfast and 
evening meal at hotel. Suntours, 21 Kirtleton 
Avenue, Weymouth. Tel: 0305 785296. 


Holidays from May onwards 

Mid-Somerset — furnished Olde Worlde cottage, 
sleeps 4-5. x 

Mid-Wales - Hillside farm, 4 berth caravan, 
Tel: 0458 42170. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Help yourself and use 


Point Three 


Every month the Movement’s magazine produces pages of extension news, bright ideas, 
new personalities, fund raising successes, overseas information, and much more. 
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